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Now i in Chriſt Jes, ye who were fans Fine afar 
off, are brought nigh by the Blood of Chriſt, 


Ern. it. 13. 
It ſhall come to pals 1 in the Place where it was ſaid, 


Ye are not my People; there ſhall they be called 


The Children of the living God. Rom. ix, 26, 
Iwill be a Father unto you, and ye ſhall be my Sons 


and Daughters, ſaith the Lord — 2 Gon 
vi. 18. | 
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- JOHN i. 12. 
As many as received him, to them gave he 
wer to become the ſons of God, even 
to them that believe on his name, 

| HEN the due time was come, in which 
the God of Iſrael would be Immanuel and 
tabernacle with men, he came, according to the 
many prophecies, to his own people the family of 
Abraham, to whom, and to their fathers, he had 
been promiſed upwards of two thouſand years, and 
for whoſe coming all the tribes had waited with 
great impatience and earneſtneſs from the time of 
the departure of the ſceptre from Judah, which hap- 
pened not long before his appearance in the fleſh; 
but whether his mean form, his low birth and 
eſtate in the world, or their being diſappointed in 
their carnal expectation of his . a the king- 
dom to Iſrael] was the reaſon, or both together, it 
is certain his own people received him not. They 
were offended at him, and ſcorned to acknowledge 
him for the Meſſiah. His whole doctrine and man- 
ner of preaching was rejected by the far greater part 
of the Jews, who always had him in deriſion, and 
eſpecially when he ſaid he was the I AM, they 
openly blaſphemed and rebelled againſt him, Thus 
they forſook the Rock that made them, and hid 
their faces from that Jehovah whom their fathers 
Abraham, Iſaac and Jacob ſaw, and who was wor- 
ſhipped by them and their children through many 
generations, and who was not aſhamed to be called 

their God, | 4 | 
Some, however, even of this ſinful and qdul- 
terous people, waited for the day of his coming; 
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and they, like Abraham, ſaw it and were glad. 


Among theſe were Zacharias and Elizabeth, the 


virgin Mary, Simeon, Joſeph of Arimathea, and 
Anna the propheteſs. They knew when Auguſtus 


Cæſar laid the tax upon the Jews as well as others, 
the ſceptre was entirely gone from Judah and a 


lawgiver from between his feet, and believed the 


Shiloh muſt be come; and as they were led by the 
Holy Spirit to look for him, his extreme poverty, 
meanneſs, and deſpicable appearance in the world 
did not ſtumble them. They believed on him, 
bleſſed God that their eyes had ſeen his ſalvation, 
and ſpake of him to all that looked for redemption 
in Iſrael; to theſe, as well as to that happy few 
who in thoſe times received him and all who have 
ſince believed on his name, he has granted the 
privilege or power of becoming ſons of God, while 


all, who receive him not, miſs this great bleſſing, 


and ſuffer Jofs eternally. 8 
From the days of God's being firſt manifeſted in 


the fleſh to this time, he is preached in the world, | 
and now, as well as formerly, many received him 


not. Some ſtand aloof and hear concerning his re- 
demption, but are in no immediate want, and let 


him go unconcernedly. He knocks indeed at the 


door of their hearts, but they are like the inns in 


Bethlehem, there is no room for him there ; the 


pleaſures of this life, the deceits of honours, friends 


and riches ſupply his place, and they receive him 
not. Others, like the proud children of Iſrael, 
ſcorn to ſubmit to him, and with Jewiſh haughti- 
neſs deſpiſe his Godhead, and wantonly and pre- 


ſumptuouſly, like the Gentile and Heathen na- 
tions, are reſolved not to have this man to reign 
over them, or to acknowledge for their Lord a 


Man who ſuffered death upon a croſs between two 


tnieres. But yet there are ſome who ſtill receive 
Jeſus 
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Jeſus with open and glad hearts, and who inherit 


the adoption of ſons, and are numbered with his 


friends, and counted to the Lord fora generation. 
Theſe in general are the poor in ſpirit, ſouls who 
were ready to periſh, loſt ſheep, miſerable and un- 


happy perſons, and ſuch as were felf-ſpoiled and 
ruineqd, together with ſuch as had ſincerely ſought 
after righteouſneſs by works under the law, and 


who, weary and almoſt in deſpair at finding they 
failed, were ready to conelude themſelves without 
hope; theſe, when Chrift has been preached to 
them, or when the Holy Ghoft has glorified the 
loving Saviour in their fight, like Zaccheus, have 
gladly received him, and ſo commenced his chil- 
dren, his ſons and daughters, EE 7 

To receive Chriſt implies not only a conceſſion 
to.the doctrine of the creed, or aflenting to the 


truth and validity of the ſcriptures, or the acknow= 
ledging him to be the Lord, the Meſſiah and Chriſt 


that ſhould come into the world, and fo chooſing 
to be called by his name, and blame Jews and 


Deiſts who are of another mind, but to receive 
him, is to accept of him as he is offered and 


preached in the ſcriptures as our Lord God, our 
only Saviour, our righteouſneſs, wiſdom, holineſs 


and redemption. It is a cloſing in with him in his 


New Teſtament ; he becomes a Father to us, and 


we become his children; he is our God, and we 


arehis people; our Shepherd, and we are his ſheep; 
our Huſband, and we are his rib, his ſiſter, his 
ſpouſe and wife; yea, it is receiving of him into 
our hearts by his Spirit, we let in him that ſtands 


at the door and knocks, and he ſups with us, gives 


us a foretaſte and pledge of the marriage-feaſt, the 
earneſt that we ſhal] ſup with him there forever. 


This cannot be learnt in theory, It is no matter 
for the ſenſual and natural man, he cannot under- 


ſtand 
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ſtand it. In this matter, no worldly wiſdom helps 
or avails, no Jarge capacity, no depth of thought 
1s of uſe, but an honeſt heart, who day and night 
thirſts for ſalvation and graſps after Jeſus as a 
hart for the water and as a dry land for refreſhing 


rain, and who learns it of the Holy Ghoſt within. 
There he brings the news, and makes them to un- 


derſtand this wiſdom ſecretly, He ſpeaks in the ſoft 
ſtill voice, Open thy heart; open the everlaſting 
doors, and the King of glory ſhall come in.“ 
& Open, my love, my dove, and I will come in,“ 
Jeſus ſays; and where he is manifeſted, there is his 


reward with him; his Father alſo comes and makes 


his abode there; and the chaſte and new- waſhed 
temple of the body becomes the houſe of God. 


The receiving Chriſt is a thing wholly for the 
heart, and is known only by experience. It is 
the common privilege of all the faithful, every 


believer in Jeſus knows this precious benefit of 
having received the Lord; and whoever does not 
know he hath found the Saviour, he is no true 
Chriſtian. As many as believe in his name, have 
him in them, He dwells with them ; he is their 
new and eternal life, as it is written, “ He that 
hath the Son, hath life; and he that hath not the 
Son of God, hath not life.“ St. Paul ſays, ** Now 


the life which I Jive in the fleſh, is the life of the 
Son of God. It is not I that live; it is Chriſt 


that liveth in me.” 


When one of the martyrs was adviſed to have 


God before his eyes, when he was near his exe- 
cution, he anſwered cheerfully, © I have him in 
my heart.* This is what I mean, and what the 


Holy Ghoſt means in the text, for ſuch and ſuch 
only are of his family who receive him. Others, 


whether they are profeſſors or profane, live with- 
out Chriſt in the world, e ag 
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Our Saviour never intended, when he was taken 
up bodily into heaven, to leave his diſciples orphans 
and deſolate upon earth, he promiſed certainly to 
be with them and in them, and not only would 
ſo appear to them who were then his followers, 


and let them ſee and enjoy him, that they ſhould 


find he had not left them comfortleſs, but he made 
the ſame promiſe to their generations and children 
then unborn when he ſaid, If any man love me, 
Iwill come to him and manifeſt myſelf to him; 
I will bring my Father, and we will come and 


make our abode with him.” Again, Behold, 


I ftand at the door and knock; if any man hear 
my voice, and open the door, I will come in to 
him, &c,” All who believe on him, find his words 
true and faithful; they are his witneſſes that he has 
fulfilled his promiſe, and happily experience that 
he is come with ſalvation to them; and the high 
and lofty one, who inhabits eternity and who 
dwells in the high and holy place, vouchſafes to 
dweil with them. But the receivers of Chriſt, 
or ſuch as believe on him, are not only thus ho- 
noured ; they not only receive the Lamb of God 
into their houſes; the King of ſaints, the God of 
heaven and earth does not only condeſcend to make 


their bodies his temple, but they receive with him 


remiflion of fins, deliverance from hell, death 


and the law; befide they have power to become 
ſons of God, or the privilege to call the Father of 


Jeſus Our Father, and he 1s pleaſed to adopt them 
for children, and to call them My ſons and daugh- 
ters. This is that doctrine ſo often repeated every 
in the Old-Teſtament times, as wel} as by the 


| apoſtles of our Saviour and by our Lord himſelf. 


In the New- Teſtament writings: ſervants of 
God are clearly diſtinguiſhed from ſons, for indeed 


there is a great difference between them. A fon 
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or ehild of God may be a ſervant, he may over 


and above his ſonſhip be employed in the Re- 


deemer's work and labour in his vineyard, as the 
apoſtles and other miniſters of Chriſt have done; 
but their hope was not that they had been ſervants 
or proſpered in the work of their Maſter, nor did 


their ſafety conſiſt therein, but in being made 
children of God by faith in Chrift Jeſus. When 
the diſciples once returned from their labour of 


preaching and working miracles, &c. in the name 
of their Maſter, they told him with a ſort of joy 


how well they had ſucceeded, and how even ſatan 
was ſubject to their word; but Jeſus anſwered them, 
© Notwithſtanding rejoice not in this, but rather 


rejoice that your names are written in heaven” 


and at another time he told them, I have not 


called you ſervants, but friends,” Again, A 


ſervant abideth not in the houſe alway, but a ſon 
abideth alway ;” ſo when he ſent Magdalene to 
tell them he was riſen, he ſays, Go tell my bre- 
thren that 1 go to my Father and to your Father, 
&c.” He had often done after this manner in the 
days of his fleſh; he taught them in their prayers 
to call God their Father; “when ye pray, ſay, 


Our Father, &c.” Again, Fear not, little flock, 


it is your Father's good pleaſure to give you the 
kingdom.“ Again, Your heavenly Father will 
ive his Holy Spirit to them that aſk him.” This 


is what David, Iſaiah, Ezekiel and Jeremiah had 


foreſeen ſo long ago when they ſaid, Thou ſhalt 


call me, my Father.” And that name was known 


among the prophets ſome hundreds of years be- 


fore the New- Teſtament was of force, and they 


taught the people how the Redeemer would bring 
the ſouls ſtrayed afar off, and ſuch who had for- 


feited their right to the kingdom, into the neareſt 


fellowſhi p and kindred with God, that he would be 


their 


their Father, and vouchſafe to call them my chil- 
dren, This is now come to paſs and effected 
through the death and bloodſhedding of the Lamb. 
We who were afar off by wicked works, and who 
could not have claimed the benefits of the family 


of Abraham, for he was not our Father and Iſrael 


acknowledged us not as children, are now adopted 
by faith into the family and houſhold of God. We 
are ſons, and have received the power to call God 
Father ; we have received the Spirit of adoption, 
whereby we cry Abba Father. This is the glorious 
liberty of the children of God, and is the higheſt 
and moſt deſirable privilege that can be attained, 
It was formerly the name and character of the 
ſaints, and they were called ſo of the Lord, Ser- 
vants of God, they ſerved the Lord in their gene- 
ration, but it is not ſo much uſed in the goſpel, 


| becauſe Jeſus, who was Lord of all and the only 


begotten Son of God, has taken the ſervant's 
place and done all the work worthy to be men- 
tioned, and, by way of eminence, is called of God, 
«© My righteous Servant.” All our ſervices are no- 
thing in compariſon with his, and not worthy to be 
named, He has made peace ; he has bruiſed the 

ſerpent's head; he has ſweat blood, and opened a 
fountain for ſin; he has undergone the chaſtiſe- 
ment of his people, obtained their pardon, and 


 Avrought out with cries and tears a perfect righ- 


teouſneſs, and made, in offering up his body on 
the tree, a full, compleat and ſufficient atonement 
for ſin, diſannulled the old covenant, aboliſhed 
death, removed the curſe, and carried away the 
iniquity of us all. He is only worthy of the name 
Servant of God, and deſerves and merits above 


all to be accepted for his work's fake, by which 


we are made righteous and juſtified, But here 
it muſt be obſerved, how ſuperficial their Chriſ- 
32 „ tianity, 
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tianity is, who imagine they are in a ſaſe eſtate, 
and in a fair way of going to heaven, becauſe they 
do 2 works, as they ſay, and ſerve God. Such 
mu 


be told, If you go no farther, ye are not ſafe, 


you are yet under the law, and have no hope but 


the hope of a Jew, and one who expects his works 
and duties will entitle him to the favour of Als 


mighty God, and bring him to the reward of eter- 


nal life, O let the miniſters of our Saviour en- 
deavour to undeceive ſuch people; let them make 
their righteouſneſs appear as it is, a cobweb, a 
garment of fig-leaves and ny rags, and make 
mention of Chriſt's righteouſneſs and his only. 


Are any ſo ſhallow and thoughtleſs in religious 
matters as to imagine their alms will purchaſe. 


heaven, their tears waſh out fin, their imperfect 
and ſlight obedience be accepted, and get the 
Kingdom for a reward? O no! you who think 

ſo, trample upon the blood of Jeſus, and ſlight 
the great price he paid for your ranſom. Nothing 
leſs than the blood, the precious heart's blood of 
God's only Son, his many thouſands of tears, and 
his ſweat in the garden, can waſh out fin.and 
quench the divine wrath, No price leſs than him- 
ſelf ranſomed us out of ſatan's bands, his whole 
life's obedience, his ſore afflictions, his faithful- 
neſs in his temptations, his painful death and his 
anguiſh and torments bought heaven for us, and 
his many years of ſufferings alone made ſatisfac- 
tion, and recovered us out of our enemy's hands, 
Be aſhamed and bluſh then, ye who have boaſted 


of what ye have done; be greatly aſhamed that 
ye have done no more to his honour, and ſo much 


to grieve him. Think what ſin have you oblite- 


rated and cancelled ? what iniquity have you 


purged away with all your doings? Put all you 
have done together, and all the works and merits 
_ of 
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of men and angels, and it would not avail you; if 
you receive not Chriſt into your hearts, ye are 
only ſervants; and for the leaſt of your diſobe- 
dience, you may be ſent in ſtrict juſtice to hell 
after all. 5 ; _ 
Herein then a ſervant is different from a ſon of 
God, A man may have lived a ftri& life, done 
much good and obferved the law, been zealous, a 
promoter of piety; he may have prayed often and 
long, given away much to the poor, and did all 
in his power to pleaſe and ſerve God; but then if 
He has no more, he is not a Chriſtian; a Turk, a 
Jew, a Heathen may go thus far. And St. Paul 
and Cornelius did all this when they were with- 
out our Saviour, and aliens to the commonwealth 
of Iſrael, and needed converſion to make them 
ſafe. All the promiſes in the law were temporal, 
and the rewards preached to ſuch as lived ſtrictly 
under the covenant of works were entirely ſuch as 
related to this life, but God never promiſed to 
make men his children on any account but thro? 
faith, that the divine favour might be of free 
grace, unmerited and undeſerved love. If a man 
mould ſerve his maſter quite faithfully, do all 
all that he was commanded, and not wrong him 
in any thing, not ſquander away nor embezzle 
His goods, but be truſty to the laſt degree; work 
day and night, and fail in no reſpect of his ſervice, 
could he therefore expect his maſter would make 
him his ſon, and adopt him his heir to all he had? 
or could he think he had merited ſo much? would 
not his wages and full hire be his juſt reward ? 
In like manner Jeſus ſays, ** When ye have done 
all that is commanded, ſay, We are unprofitable 
ſervants, we have done no more than our duty.” 
| 'T wiſh only all who argue and diſpute ſo much 
for their works could ſay, they had done all that 
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was commanded them; but even then it would be 
preſumption to ſuppoſe they had a right to heaven 
and to be of the Lord's family. All who ſerve God 
ſhall meet with their due reward; but as it was ne- 
ver promiſed, fo they cannot enter the kingdom by 
their works, nor ſtay in the houſe of God alway; 
but as Hagar and Iſhmael were turned out of Abra- 


ham'shouſeas bondſervants, ſo ſhall all who proudly 


have thought by their merits to get ſalvation: they . 


are ſervants and not ſons. Satan and all wicked 
men are more or leſs ſervants of God. When God 
bid the deſtroying angel kill the firſt- born in every 
family in Egypt, but touch not 'one where the 
blood was on the door-poſts, he obeyed ſtrictly. 


When he gave ſatan leave to afflict Job and touch 


all he had, only not to hurt his life, he was punc- 
tual and went no farther than his commiſſion; ſa 
it was in the matter of deceiving the prophets of 
Ahab, but it was an obedience of dread and fear, 
it was ſervile and not filial, ſo is the obedience of 
three parts of the world, they are overawed by the 
fears of death, the terrors of the law, and the look- 
ing for judgment, the dread of hell, and the wrath 
of God, makes them in ſome meaſure obedient, 
and reſtrains them from ſinning; but all this is 
nothing. Their ſervice is like the ſervice of ſatan, 


it is done out of fear and of conftraint, it is not 


the obedience of ſons, and from the faith that 
works by love. They may carry it as far as they 


will, and go on till the laſt day with their ſtriving 
and working, and plead it at the judgment when 


they have done, and ſay, Lord, we have been 
called by thy name; we have eaten and drank in 


thy preſence; we have caſt out devils, and done 


many wonderful works in thy name ;” and yet, if 
they have gone no farther, Jeſus will anſwer them, 
5+ Depart from me, I never knew.ye,” 
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It is much otherwiſe with true believers; to 


them is the power given to be of near kin to the 


King of kings; they have the privilege to be 
ſons of God, This honour and unſpeakable hap- 
pineſs is given to thoſe who receive Jeſus in the 
world. This js conferred. upon all freely, and 
only for Jeſus's ſake, and is obtained by all who 
believe in his name, God is ſo well pleaſed with 
bis Son's free- will offering, ſo ſatished with his 
death and obedience, that, for a reward for his 
ſufferings, he has given him all believers, who 
ſhall be his brethren and chi!dren of his Father. 
God therefore ſo glorifies and honours his cruci- 
fied Child, that whoſoever in the world ſhal] be- 
lieve in him, ſhall, by his means, be ſaved, and 
numbered with the ſaints and with the ſons of 
God in glory everlaſting. This ſerves to exalt 


our Saviour and his merits, whereby is known 


how precious and dear his ſuffetings are in the 
ſight of the Godhead, ſince whoever reſts there 
on and is thereon reſolved to venture all forever, 
is made forever happy. The obedience in which 
he truſts, the blood in which he believes, and the 
righteouſneſs to which he looks, has deſerved for 
him a greater happineſs than to have been made 
an angel or lord of ten worlds. He has the pri- 
vilege to become a ſon of God, to be a younger 
brother to Jeſus Chriſt, a near relation to his 
Creator and Saviour. Wes 
This ſhould be the aim of all enquiring and 
ſeeking ſouls; this ſhould be the mark of the 


prize of their high calling. They are not invited 
dy the goſpel merely to eſcape hell, or to fly the 


wrath to come, or to be made again a little lower 
than the angels, to be crowned with glory and 


_ worſhip, nor even to be reckoned with the chiefeſt 
of the prancipalities, or to be raiſed to be on a 


level 


[ 14] 


level with the higheſt ſeraphims, but to be chil- 


dren of our Lord God, to be in the family and, 
co-heirs with Chrift Jeſus, to ſit at his table, to, 


o 


be his brethren and ſiſters; and this honour have 


all his ſaints. 3 Ls, 
Men who have received this privilege and em- 
braced this glorious offer, though they are not 
brought into the poſſeſſion. of ſo great mercies, 
by means of their righteouſneſs or merits; ,and 
though they have not the leaſt dependence on 


their works, nor would ſuffer that thought which 
would ſo rob Jeſus of his honour, but are in a 


readineſs to revenge every ſuch theft, and to lay 
all glorying in the duſt, and aſcribe to his praiſe 
all their ſalvation; yet are conſtantly employed 


to his glory, and out of love to him live good 
lives. His words are too dear to them to be 


neglected, and his commandments too precious 


to be deſpiſed or diſeſteemed. Out of the bottom 
of their hearts they are glad to ſerve the Lord 
Chriſt, and rejoice at every opportunity of doing 
any thing to pleaſe him; and this is not out of 
fear, not for reward, not to make a righteouſneſs 
of it, or becauſe they are not fully ſatished to de- 
pend wholly on the Lamb; but, as I ſaid, it is 
out of pure love to Jeſus, who has ſaved them, 
and brought them into his Father's houſhold, 
It is their meat and drink to do his will; it is 
natural to them; and he who acts otherwiſe, be 
* he has not ſeen God, neither known 
im. | 


A ſervant of God, or one who has been brought | 


up in the church of God and ferved under the 


law, may for a time do well, be very exact and 


careful, be enlightened from above, taſte with joy 
the good word of God, and run as if he meant 
ſincerely to be ſaved ; who after all perhaps refts 

ps 1 there, 
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there, or goes again back into a ſinful life, and 


brings a blot upon all bis ſervices, “ all his righ- 
teouſneſs that he has done ſhall not be mentioned 
to him, in the {in that he has ſinned in that ſhall 
he die, ſaith the Lord God No ſtate is there- 
fore ſafe or ſecure, but the ſtate of the children 
of God. It is above all things neceſſary that 2 
ſihcere perſon make his calling and election ſure; 
namely, that he is not content with having done 
much, or learnt or underſtood or comprehended 
much, but that he is ſure Jeſus is become his 
Saviour, and is now near to him as his brother, 


and as near as if he had ſucked the breaſts of his 


mother; that our Saviour's Father is his Father, 
and that he will not be aſhamed to confeſs him as 
fuch, when he comes the latter day upon the 
earth. Then ſhal]! he ſay to ſuch, Come, ye 


bleſſed children of my Father, inherit the king- 


dom prepared for you from the foundation of the 
world.” This grace is attainable; it is preached 
to all mankind; it is promiſed in all the prophets 
by our Saviour, and by all his apoſtles and evan- 
geliſts, and may be entered by every upright ſoul; 
A greater favour cannot be. The benefit is ex- 
ceeding great, the privilege inexpreſſible, but is 
ſurely granted to ever x believer in Chriſt Jeſus, 
and is part of the commonwealth of Iſrael, the 
rights of the New- Teſtament, and what was the 


Pure aim and intention of our dear Lord and 

Maſter, when he ſtooped to be the ſervant and 

miniſter of all, and when he paid our debts and 
5 E: 5 | 


died for us, | | | 
Since then all the ſcriptures preach this, let 
none feem to come ſhort of it. Let not our 
Chriſtianity be only the form, or without the 
happy enjoyment of this privilege, but let all 
look upon it as the free gift of grace, and what 
belongs 


4 5 ny " 
— 
— — Rr EET — _— b 32 
— 
— ———— __— 7˙ . , —  ——————— 


13 5 


belongs to them and their children, and to all 


who believe in the name of Jeſus, ſo let them 


ſeek it, ſo aſk it of the Lord Chriſt, whoſe pre- 


rogative it is to beſtow it, and they ſhall find, 
<6 that as many as receive Jefus, to them gives he 
power to become ſons of od, wen to as "_? 


as believe on his name.“ 


Let the ſpirit of adoption ohly be given you, 
hed all that is ſaid of this divine matter by Bom 
Paul to the Galatians will be clear and plain; 


vou will know by experience what that means; 


46 Thou art no more a ſervant but a ſon; we 
are not children of the bond - woman, but of the 
free, namely, of Jeruſalem above, who is the 
mother of us all. We are children of God by 
faith in Chriſt Jeſus. Becauſe ye are ſons, God 
has ſent forth the Spirit of his Son- into your | 
hearts, crying, '** Abba, Father.“ 

May that merciful and gracious Lord, of whom 
it is ſaid, ©* Who ſhall declare his generation?“ 
make you of the number of his children, and of 
that race “who are born not of blood, nor of the 
will of the fleſh, nor of the will of man, but of 


| _God!” Theſe ſhall be reckoned to the Son of 


mae for a generation, and be named after him. 
Theſe ſhall help to fill up the innumerable com- 

pany of children that ſhall be born to him as 
dew out of the womb of the morning.“ May. 
you, my dear brethren, be found among them, 
and be entitled to this grace to your ſoul's com- 


fort in this — _ to your eternal j Joy hereafter} 
Amen, 0 1 59 | 
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